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Week of January 30, 1989 


STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA 
EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT: NOVEMBER 1989 


WASHINGTON -- Nonfarm payroll] employment was higher in November 
1988 than a year earlier in 49 states and the District of Columbia, 
according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department 
of Labor. Unemployment rates declined in 33 states and the District 
of Columbia over the same period. The national unemployment rate for 
all civilian workers, not seasonally adjusted, was down 0.4 percentage 
point over the year, from 5.6 to 5.2 percent. 


Because the data for individual states and areas are not adjusted for 
seasonality, comparisons in this release are limited to changes from the 
same month a year earlier. Over-the-month comparisons may be affected by 
seasonal changes and thus could present a misleading picture of underlying 
economic trends. 


Unemployment 


Seven states and the District of Columbia reported over-the-year 
declines of 1 percentage point or more in their unemployment rate. The 
largest were in New Mexico (1.8 percentage points) and Idaho and Wisconsin 
(both 1.7 points). Four states had over-the-year increases exceeding 0.5 
percentage point--Arizona, Delaware, Massachusetts, and North Dakota. 


Thirteen states had November unemployment rates below 4 percent. The 
states with the lowest rates were New Hampshire (2.5 percent), Rhode Island 
(2.7 percent), and Maine and Vermont (both 2.9 percent). Four states had 
rates of 8 percent or more--Louisiana (9.6 percent), Alaska and West 
Virginia (both 9.0 percent), and Mississippi (8.6 percent). 


Of the 251 metropolitan areas for which November data are available, 
61 had over-the-year decreases in their unemployment rate of 1 percentage 
point or more, and 12 had increases of that magnitude. Sixty-nine areas 
had rates below 4 percent, while 22 had rates of 8 percent or higher. The 
lowest rates were in Portland, Me., and Portsmouth-Dover-Rochester, N.H. 
(both 1.7 percent), and Burlington, Vt., and Stamford, Conn. (both 2./1 
percent). McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Tex. (15.9 percent), and Laredo, Tex., 
and Modesto, Calif. (both 11.7 percent), had the highest rates. 


Employment 


Nonfarm payroll employment, as measured by the monthly survey of 
nonagricultural establishments, rose by 2 percent or more between November 
1987 and 1988 in 27 states and the District of Columbia. The largest 
percentage gains occurred -in Nevada (6.7 percent), Oregon (4.9 percent), 
Washington (4.8 percent), New Hampshire (4.7 percent), and Virginia (4.5 
percent). Eight states reported over-the-year employment increases of over 
100,000. California (420,000) and Florida (190,000) had the largest 
increases. 


All but one state reported over-the-year gains in services, while over 
three-fourths had increases in transportation and public utilities; trade; 
finance, insurance, and real estate; and government. Over two-thirds of 
the states reported over-the-year increases in construction and 
manufacturing. 
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Civilian labor force and unemployment by State 


ee 


Civilian labor force 


un 
. 
. 


me ee ee ee ee ee me ae se ge we ew ee ee we we we we we a ae oe we a a ee ee ee 


1 1,918.1 | 1,904.7 | 1,925.2 

ool 248.7 | 239.2 | 241.3 | 236.2 

eeeeel 15631.8 | 1,719.9 | 1,640.8 | 1,748.4 

Arkansas 1 1,115.4 | 1,099.2 | 1,113.9 
California? 113,824.7 114,200.3 ‘petenees 114,336.9 
1,725.6 | 1,687.7 

1,791.1 | 1,778.1 

351.7 337.8 

340.8 332.0 

6,173.8 | 5,932.5 


1,752.6 
1,795.8 
355.4 
340.1 
6,103.2 


3,212.9 | 3,077. 
518.5 522. 
484.0 465. 

5,848.8 | 5,747. 

2,853.6 | 2,600. 


3,213.7 
523.1 
475.1 

5,908.0 

2,871.0 


1,512.9 | 1,454. 
1,294.9 | 1,270. 
1,725.5 | 1,698.8 
1,945.6 | 1,928.7 
603.0 591.2 


1,506.4 
1,326.9 
1,738.2 
1,930.4 

605.9 


2,482.5 | 2,415.6 
3,148.7 | 3,096.6 
4,596.2 | 4,537.9 
2,340.8 | 2,293.1 
1,155.3 | 1,146.9 


2,478.6 
3,145.8 
4,651.6 
2,353.2 
1,151.6 


Maryland... 
Massachusetts! 


2,630.3 | 2,613.9 
392.4 398.1 
828.9 818.9 


2,633.6 
396.1 
828.0 

611.2 594.8 613.5 

3,909.9 | 3,972.2 
706.3 687.4 

8,544.1 | 8,576.0 

3,376.7 | 3,317.3 
337.9 331.4 


3,955.9 
709.8 
8,563.6 
3,378.5 
331.8 


5,327.5 | 5,284.6 
1,508.9 | 1,544.0 
1,413.7 | 1,405.5 
5,770.1 | 5,724.5 

527.9 526.1 


5,359.6 
1,516.7 
1,423.1 
5,738.6 

534.4 


Oregon 
Pennsylvania? 


1,697.3 | 1,651.9 
357.0 358.5 
2,329.5 | 2,360.1 
8,375.4 | 8,390.4 
765.6 757.3 


1,699.7 
348.9 
2,357.9 
8,420.0 
761.3 


305.0 299.5 
3,157.0 3,024.0 
2,305.9 | 2,283.1 

724.6 746.4 
2,593.9 | 2,533.9 

232.9 


304.0 
3,157.9 
2,298.7 

747.2 
2,601.3 

234.3 


| ! 
| | 
! | 
| | 
| | 
I | 
! | 
| ! 
| | 
| | 
| | 
1 | 
! | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
! | 
| | 
! | 
| | 
! | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| 593.0 564.9 | 594.3 
| | 
| | 
' I 
1 | 
| | 
! ! 
| 1 
| | 
I | 
! ! 
| ! 
| ! 
\ | 
| | 
! | 
! ! 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
! ! 
| ! 
| | 
| | 
| ! 
| | 
1 | 
| I 


1,073.1 1,080.7 


2 Data are obtained directly from the Current 
Population Survey. (See “Explanatory Notes" for State 


and Area Labor Force Data in Employment and Earnings, 
Monthly.) 


Pp = preliminary. 

NOTE: Data refer to place of residence. 
Unemployment rates are computed from unrounded data. 
Estimates for 1967 have been benchmarked to 1987 Current 
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monthly household survey similar to the Current 
Population Survey and are not subject to revision. 
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Unemplo;rert cates by State and selected metropolitan areas 


West Palm Beach-Boca Raton-Delray Beach 


Lake County.......00.. 


Joliet. 


Champaign-Urbana-Rantoul. 
Davenport-Rock Island-Moline! ; 


Boise City. 
i ctinivaisinvens 
Bloomington-Normal........ 


Honolulu......... 


Tallahassee........ssee05 : 
Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater. 


Melbourne-Titusville-Pala Bay 


Miami-Hialeah.........++, 


Pensacola.... 
Sarasota..... 


Orlando...... 


Fort Myers-Cape Coral......... 
Jacksonville.......sssees 


Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood-Pompano 


OIE LEEDS 
De cointontadineimedibnsedeamaken 


New Haven-Meriden. 


Stamford.......... 


Hartford........+.. 
Waterbury......... 


Bridgeport-Milford 


A. west can sgendiees 


Vallejo-Fairfield-Napa.......... 


StOSKBON. oc ccccccccccccsceseces 


Santa Rosa-Petaluma...........++> 


Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-Lompoc 


Little Rock-North Little Rock 


Pane Blas... ccccccccccececes 


Los Angeles-Long Beach 


Modesto. .....--e-seeee 


Riverside-San Bernardino 


GabtBand..ccccccccccces 
Oxnard-Ventura........ 
Sacramento. ....--seeeees 
San Diego. ......-seeeees 
San Francisco......+++++ 


Anaheim-Santa Ana...... 
Bakersfield........... 
PROSRO. cc cccccccscccce 


Fayetteville-Springdale...... 
CY 05 agseestebrsare 


TUBBOR cc cccccccccccccooccccnbecccesecece 


Tuscaloosa. 


Ni, an tus o cit, cdl Jueck owas 
Mumtsvalle...ccscccccccccccccccccecs 
MORERS. 2. cece cevcccsccccceseeceeces 
Montgomery .... 1... cece ce ececeeeceeees 
APk@nSasS. .. ..- cece e cw nweeeceee 
DS 
CObewede. oc cccccsccccccsccccccccscssece 
Connecticut........- 
DeRAwOTO. oo oc ccccccsccccccccs 
ORE nn ciceccvcncccccccuscwie 
Hawaii. 
Tllinois?....... 


ABABORR oc ccc cccccccccccccccccesecccsceses 


Alabama..... 


BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 1/30/89 


STATE & METRO P.3 
See footnotes at end of table. 


District of Columbia... ....sscceecsscveees 





BRR MSA MOMNOHDEHMHSOMHMECOUNEN CH Qeon Nha sane 


Except in 


Estimates for 1967 
the 11 States designated by footnote 2, estimates for 1968 are 


have been benchmarked to 1967 Current Population Survey annual 


SAMOS SECONSHSSSHOHOSAMEANUOMOASCHOENS 
RRUCCOMNFOMFCERNRASHEROGMRARRAR RG 


Johnson City-Kingsport-Bristol 


Knoxville... 


eeeeeeeeeeee 


State and srea 
Parkersburg-Marietta 
SN" <tccdvceses 
Data refer to place of residence. 


NOTE: 
provisional and will be revised when new benchmark information 


becomes available. 


~~ ES coenecessces 
i 
averages and may differ from data published earlier. 


Huntington-Ashland?.. 


Beeville. .cccccccccccccccccccccsess 


Salt Lake City-Ogden..... 
Charlottesville. .....cccccceccceecs as 


Beaumont-Port Arthur 
PWOVO-GBER oo cc ccccccccccccccescccecccece 


Brazoria. ..ssecccees 
Brownsville-Harlingen 
Bryan-College Station 


Corpus Christi....... 


Fort Worth-Arlington 
Galveston-Texas City 
Wichita Falls.. 


WACO... ss evens 


Victoria....... 


Mashville......cceccececseceeee 


Memphis LMA?...........0000. 


Sioux Falle.....sececeseeeee 


Greenville-Spartanburg...... 


Columbia. 
Rapid City.... 


South Carolina.... 
Charleston 
West -irginia.......++- 


emnmunenmeeennenen mmm md 


SOR UanMnes 
MUN MANN MO 


Population 


(See “Explanatory Notes” for State and Area Labor Force 


Data in Employment and Earnings, Monthly.) 


SumMemmecenmumes mmm mw 


ennw eoowenamawennoe oneno aeaennnnenena 
Nenu SEMUsMMUnneoenu mmm “uuenne een 


State and erea 


i 
: 
: 
s 
i 
: 
} 
3 
: 
i 
3 
B 
3 
2 
i 
i 


Includes interstate portion of ares located in adjacent 
Data are obteined directly from the Current: 


Pp * preliminary. 


Jersey City.....cccccenceccs 
Middlesex -Somerset-Hunterdon 


Atlantic City....-.--cceeees 


Portencuth-Dover-iiochester..........+++: 
Bergen-Passaic.... 


Allentown-Beth lehen! 


Beaver County....... 


Slbadathasciitbaccocotskesgnees 


i ea a 
Day ton-Springfield.. 


Siicisteniitneriscascehens<revebecce: 


Grand Forks. . 1... sce cccccecceceeececeees 
Canton....... 

Cincinnati’. . 

Cleveland... 


In. «on dtgnceabGebesastbvens 


Greensboro-Winston Salem-High Point... 


Charlotte-Gastonia-Rock Mill’......... 
RARE. o0ccs<cccsccceces 


Buffalo....... 
Elmira.......- 


Binghamton... . 


Albany -Schenectady-Troy . . 


Albuquerque.. 


Monmouth-Ooean. ..~« «6+ eeeees 


BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 1/30/89 
STATE & METRO P.4 


Pennsylvania*......... 
Erie 
1 
State. 
2 
Survey 


DEEP vo cnrepivetesesive 
North Carolina*....... 
Asheville. 
BewGh BalewtWe cc cc cccccccccccceccessccceces 











ae, pe VRVVsyy 
ANVVS eS ay 
NAR ARS 











SNNSNNSS Ne aay 
SNAAS RAVEN EVA 





NNANANN aan 
SVANERN RAS 
SSNS aad Qaay 
NANA N os 
ss NANA 
VVUSb savany 
AAA Vvdana 
‘ys ANNAN 
ss VV aan 
VAN WAN AS 
ASAAR AAS 
NNN Naa 








SANWAN NEUEN ae aeeann 
SASS GRR ANNEN Ae aan 
MNNSNNV AV RARER ARN ea 
BANNAN UN eee Nee as 
ANAS RAN Ae ean anna 
NNN ENE AAE ARAN Ne eee nnnn 
EL ESS SELES E CEL UUEUWEY 
SNSSNRNNENNN Ree eee eae aad eans 
‘ ELAR EEE LECEECUCEUT. OTS 
yar SNSSSNSS AS ERAN K RRS aa een 
sss SP RAVSNS SN ae eee aennsy 
SAN NS ASA N NAR Adee ean 
SAN NNN ANV ANS AAS RANA Oe 
SASS Qeaenay LAR RRR RRS EE CES 
SSSSRAS ARR SVAVARARR AOS 
SASSSUVSSN SAAR AREA NNR ea 
NENSAVARNAR VEEN Ree aeadann 
MARRARRASESESESELEL TL ET ST 
LARA AAAAALEEEL ELLER ETT TS 
SRRALEABEEELEEELELE LT 





war 
















SAN AN eee eee Nad 
ASSESS SEELEY | 
SVEN ARRAN RAS 
NVNNS ee ahannny 
SVASARN NNN age 
SSS AVA ARAN ANS 








VNNV ad aaa 
NAS Vad vay 
SRA E ANAS 


SNAVARR ee aeeaean 
NSS SS AN a aaa eavan 
SASSNNN NNR N eee ean, 








SSNS eS aaaeayer 








SSSA AR eae ans SURV Sav bage 
PE RRSRRELE REL SARS RAEN ANNO NP NSv eevee ananas SSVAS ARAN AN RN ee aan SSNS ees 
LARA ARARAA) LEERELEE LETT ETS ANNAN Nee ees PAPA RRARSEESLEEEEL) CUCL TEEN 
PARRA RESEE ELE WAARAARAREEEEE BL CEETELEREEET vA SNVSN Seater 
SSNSSSEVN Sa eae LeRRASESESEEES) EY SNAPS auan A‘ SNRNNNN NEN ee ay 
AAR SSEEEEELE LY LR RA SAE REREETY (1 SSARVNNN Nae aay SAVANNA ANNALS 
NS PESS Sa unncens Baan SNVNN Va ananns 


SS LAREREE EERE SS 
‘ LAR SEER LERY 
NSBAN AS wad annn 
‘ ASSN VSN ae be 
‘ RAYS SANS ANS 
‘A SSNS NS aaaas 
ACER RSRAETUEY 
SSSSANN eee aye 
SANNN ENED AQ 


ay SSNAN Ne ee eens 
SSSAN Ave ae anaannnye 
ean SUNN eee anaany 
yN8 NAAR AS ee aaa 
SSNS AV ee eee anananas 
SERRE SSAEEALELE EET 


NASVANSV Aaa ay 
PRSNNNNN VARs 
MARR REREREEEE OD) 
NNSUNE ANN aan 
PAS SSRERLELEE YY 
PRR REEELEL EL 
SAASSVSAN Rees 
ARSE EEEE ULES 
bay SP RRRERERLER 


‘ VWN we aaaean 
VePasenyauayyys 
SNNNSNNS ean any 
SSVUNUSNNN aan 
SSA V AY 











ARS SSSE EERE CEE EDS. 





ss SSPNAR AAAS 

ay SSSA N SARE AS SNSSRNANRU NS eee enna 

SSNPS S waaay ans AROSE RELELEC CELESTE 
POS RRSS REESE ETUC OS TT 





Ly RRR EREEEE EELS ET 
‘ NN SEES ANAP ARV ades 
‘ NNNNN NR Ree eae anny 
SS ASNAARAAAR 
SSMBNVAS eee eee an as 
SAN SANUNN Neve eae 

SRAARSSAREEEE LEED 
ARREARS L ELSES 
SEVVANNNN Vans 


SAN SVAS ALAN ARS 
ss eR REE 
> oe) SAS BS 
BVVANAY 








‘ 














ANSEL 
NAAN 
VASP eens 





NEWS DIGEST - 1/30/89 


. & METRO P.5 


eeeeeeeene 


Unemployment Rates by Stz 


v 
‘ 





r 





[_] less than 4.0% 


5 3 
~ Ww 
£¢ 
ye gt 
00 
ow 
AO 


SSeS auaan 
NVNNN ee gens 


ARREARS EE TT CLES 
SVAN TASANN NN Qa aaeny 
VAN OAS 
vA VNNSAS ANA 


SNNN NNN ave 
‘AAAASEEESA LY 


SANS SANA 
VNNNNNA NY 
PA SASEEEELEES | 
LA RARE EEE ES 


‘ SNNNVANS 
s\ SRVANANSA 
S 

‘ ‘ 

Ss A 


. 
‘ 


‘es 


| 





Week of January 30, 1989 


“THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--DECEMBER 1988 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers 
(CPI-U) rose 0.2 percent before seasonal adjustment in December to a level 
of 120.5 (1982-84=100), the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Labor has reported. For the 12-month period ended in December, 
the CPI-U increased 4.4 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers 
(CPI-W) also rose 9.2 percent in December prior to seasonal adjustment. The 
December 1988 CPI-W level of 119.2 was 4.4 percent higher than the index in 
December 1987. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.3 percent in 
December, the same as in November. Index movements for most of the major 
categories of consumer spending were slightly higher in December than in 
November. In contrast, transportation costs, reflecting a substantial drop 
in gasoline prices, rose less in December than in the month earlier. 


For the 12-month period ended in December 1988, the CPI-U advanced 4." pnercent, the same 
as in 1987, While the overall rates for the two years were the same, the composition was 
notaodly different. Energy costs showed little change, on average, in 1988 after partially 
rebounding in 1987 from the effects of the 1986 oil glut. Excluding energy, however, the 
CPI-U advanced 4.7 percent during the past 12 months compared with a 4.1 percent increase in 
1987. Rising food prices were partially responsible for this acceleration. Reflecting in 
part the adverse summer weather, food prices rose 5.2 percent in 1988, the most since 1980. 
Shelter costs increased 4.5 percent in 1988, slightly less than in 1987. The index for all 
items excluding food, shelter, and energy--up 4.7 percent in 1988--continued to advance from 
its recent low of 3.3 percent in 1986. Prices for both the other commodities and other 
services groups increased more in 1988 than in 1987. Within the other services group each of 
the components contributed to the larger advance in 1988. In particular, increases of 8.3 and 
8.4 percent, respectively, were recorded in the indexes for automobile finance charges and 
automobile insurance costs. Price increases for clothing and tobacco products accounted for 
nearly 40 percent of the rise in the other commodities index. The rates for the above 
mentioned groups during the past 7 years are shown below. 


Percent changes 
12 months ended December 
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All Items 
Energy 
Energy commodities 
Energy services 
All Items less energy 
Food 
Shelter 
All Items less food, shelter, 
and energy 
Other commodities 
Other services 
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Transportation costs rose 0.1 percent in December, following a 0.3 
percent increase in November. A 1.6 percent decline in gasoline prices was 
primarily responsible for the smaller advance. As of December, gasoline 
prices were 1.8 percent lower than a year ago and 29.2 percent below their 
peak level of March 1981. Also contributing to the December deceleration 
were a smaller but still substantial increase in’ automobile finance charges 
and a decline in automobile insurance costs. On the other hand, the indexes 
for new and used cars turned up in December, advancing 0.3 and 1.5 percent, 
respectively. The index for public transportation rose 1.0 percent in 
December, largely due to increases of 1.3 percent in airline fares and other 
intercity public transportation costs. 


The index for food and beverages rose 0.3 percent in December. Grocery 
store food prices, which were unchanged in November, rose 0.3 percent in 
December. The indexes for meats, poultry, fish, and eggs declined for the 
fourth consecutive month, but by less than in November. Beef prices turned 
down in December. Pork, poultry, and egg prices continued to fall in 
December, but by substantially less than in the preceding month. Price 
movements over the past 12 months for these components were impacted by the 
adverse summer weather. Beef and pork prices increased during the first 6 
months but slowed or declined during the second half of 1988 as higher feed 
costs led to increased supplies of cattle and hogs. During the 12 months 
ended in December, beef prices rose 5.6 percent, while pork prices declined 
3.1 percent. On the other hand, the drought pushed poultry and egg prices 
up sharply in the second and third quarters before they subsided in the 
fourth quarter. Over the year, poultry, and egg prices rose 17.9 and 16.5 
percent, respectively. The index for fruits and vegetables turned up in 
December, increasing 0.6 percent after registering declines in both October 
and November. During the past 12 months, these prices have advanced 6.2 
percent, with sharp monthly increases coinciding with the summer drought. 
The other major grocery store food groups--cereal and bakery products, dairy 
products, and other food at home--each accelerated in December. The 
increases recorded by these components in 1988 were the largest since 1980. 
The other two components of the food and beverage index--restaurant meals 
and alcoholic beverages--increased 0.3 percent and were unchanged, 
respectively, in December. In 1988, the index for restaurant meals rose 4.4 
percent and alcoholic beverages, 3.9 percent. 


The housing component, which had risen 0.3 percent in each of the 
preceding 10 months, increased 0.4 percent in December, primarily due to a. 
larger increase in the index for fuels and other utilities. Following 
declines in each of the preceding 6 montns, fuel oil prices rose 2.8 percent 
in December. Despite the December advance, these prices were 6.3 percent 
below their level a year ago and 34.9 percent below their peak level of | 
April 1981. Charges for electricity rose 1.1 percent in December while the 
index for natural gas was unchanged. During the past 12 months, charges for 
electricity and natural gas have increased 2.8 and 3.6 percent, 
respectively. The index for other utilities and public services turned up 
in December, reflecting an increase in charges for telephone services. A 
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3.1 percent rise in local service charges more than offset declines in charges for interstate 
and intrastate toll calls. Shelter costs rose 0.4 percent in December. Within shelter, 
penters' costs rose 0.6 percent; homeowners’ costs 0.3 percent; and maintenance and repair 
costs, 0.3 percent. The index for household furnishings and operations rose 0.1 percent in 


December. 


The index for apparel and upkeep declined 0.2 percent in December, reflecting seasonal 
sales, particularly for women's and girls' clothing items. © During the past 12 months clothing 
prices have risen 4.8 percent, about the same as in 1987. 


The medical care component rose 0.5 percent in December to a level of 6.9 percent above a 
year ago. In December, the index for medical care commodities--prescription drugs, 
nonprescription drugs, and medical supplies--rose 0.6 percent. The index for nedical care 
services increased 0.5 percent, with the cost of professional services and hospital and 
related services up 0.6 and 0.9 percent, respectively. Professional services charges rose 6.8 
percent in 1988 and hospital and related services 11.0 percent. 


The entertainment index, which rose 0.3 percent in November, increased 0.5 percent in 
December. A 1.4 percent rise in the index for admissions (to movies, theaters, concerts, 
operas, other musical events, and sporting events) accounted for nearly half of the December 


advance. 


The index for the other goods and services component rose 0.6 percen: .n December to a 
level 7.0 percent above a year ago. Increases in the indexes for tobacco and tuition and 
other school fees--up 9.4 and 7.6 percent, respectively--accounted for two-thirds of the 


annual increase. 


CPI for Uran Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers rose 
0.3 percent in December. 


Table B. Percent Changes in CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) 
Seasona adjusted Unadjusted 
ompound 


Expenditure Changes from preceding month annual rate 12-mos. 
category 1555 3-mos. ended| ended 
June Jul Aug . Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Dec. ‘88 


A items 
Food and beverages 
Housing 
Apparel and upkeep 
Transportation 
Medical care 
Entertainment 
Other goods and services 


Consumer Price Index @ data wee January 1969 will be released on Wednesday, February 22, 


1989, 8:30 A.M. (EST). 
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REAL EARNINGS IN DECEMBER 1988 


WASHINGTON -- Real average weekly earnings decreased 0.4 percent from 
November to December after seasonal adjustments, according to preliminary 
data released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of 
Labor. This decrease stemmed from a 0.3 percent decrease in average weekly 
hours, and a 0.3 percent increase in the Consumer Price Index for Urban 
Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W). 


Data on average weekly earnings are collected from the payroll 
reports of private nonfarm establishments. Earnings of both full-time 
and part-time workers holding production or nonsupervisory jobs are 
included. Real average weekly earnings are calculated by adjusting 
earnings in current dollars for changes in the CPI-W. 


Average weekly earnings increased by 3.8 percent between December of 
1987 and 1988 as a result of a 3.5 percent increase in average hourly 
earnings and a 0.3 percent increase in average weekly hours. After 
adjustment for a 4.4 percent increase in the CPI-W over the same period, 
real average weekly earnings decreased by 0.6 percent. Before adjustment 
for seasonal change and deflation by the CPI-W, average weekly earnings 
were $329.81 in December 1988, compared with $317.72 a year earlier. 


THE HOURLY EARNINGS INDEX 


The Hourly Earnings Index (HEI) in dollars of constant purchasing 
power decreased 0.2 percent between November and December. Compared with 
a year earlier, the HEI decreased by 1.0 percent. ; ..- 
The HEI excludes the effects of two types of changes unrelated to 
underlying wage rate movements--fluctuations in overtime in manufacturing 
and interindustry employment shifts. (Beginning in 1989, the Hourly 
Earnings Index will no longer be published in this release.) 
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Table A. Composition of change in real earnings (production or 
nonsupervisory workers on private nonfarm payrolls) 


— > = | The Real 7 
Year Average Average | Average: | Consumer | average 


and hourly weekly | weekly | Price | weekly 
month |earnings hours learnings | Index 1/ learnings 


RR 1, SE Rs * SE 


Percent change from preceding month, seasonally adjusted 


1987: | | 
Dec. 0.1 | -0.5 0.1 
1988: | 
Jan. 
Feb. | 
Mar. 
Apr. | 
May | | 
June | 
July 
Aug. | 
Sept. 
Oct. | 
Nov. p 
Dec. p | 
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1/ The ‘deflator for the for Urban Wage Earners and 
constant dollar series present- Clerical Workers (CPI-W). 
ed in this release is. derived 2/ Less than 0.05 percent. 
from the Consumer Price Index p= preliminary. 
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Fillers from the Department of Labor 


The first proposal for a Department of Labor came from 
William Sylvis, a post-Civil War labor leader, according to "The 
Origin of the U.S. Department of Labor," a Labor Department 
publication. Sylvis protested that existing government 
departments threw their protecting arms around every enterprise 
fostering wealth, while no department had as its "sole object the 
care and protection of labor." He and his followers petitioned 
President Andrew Johnson for a Secretary of Labor, chosen from 
the ranks of workingmen. 


Between 1864 and 1900, more than 100 bills and resolutions 
relating to a Department of Labor were introduced in Congress, 
according to a Labor Department publication, "The Origin of the 
U.S. Department of Labor." In 1867, the House of Representatives 
created a standing committee on labor, marking the first federal 
recognition of labor's importance. The law which created the 
Labor Department was not signed until March 4, 1913, by outgoing 
President WIlliam Taft. 


.* -¢ 8 


Massachusetts pioneered the world's first bureau of labor 
statistics in 1869, according to a Labor Department publication, 
"The Origin of the U.S. Department of Labor." During its first 
four years, the bureau was run as a voice for labor reformers, 
but in 1873 Carroll Davidson Wright was appointed. Wright is 
credited with the quotation "Figures won't lie, but liars will 
figure." He laid the foundation ‘-r objectivity, and by 1883, 12 
other states had established their own bureaus of labor 
statistics. 











